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Skills2Compete VWashington

February 1, 2010

The Honorable Tim Probst
325 John L. O'Brien Building
PO Box 40600

Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Dear Representative Probst,

On behalf of Washington’s Skills2Compete campaign, I am writing to express our
support of HB 2630, the Opportunity Express Act. This bill will make job training
and college programs for unemployed people work together more efficiently.

In partnership with National Skills Coalition, the Skills2Compete-Washington
campaign seeks to raise awareness of the need to train Washington residents for
middle-skill jobs, which require more than high school but less than a four-year
degree. These jobs make up the largest portion of Washington's labor market. Prior
to the recession, Washington was already experiencing shortages of middle-skill
workers in crucial industries. With high unemployment throughout the nation, this
is precisely the time to ensure Washington is training the middle-skill workforce
that will be critical to economic recovery and long-term success.

The Opportunity Express Act, HB 2630, is part of the solution. We encourage the
legislature to pass this bill.

The Washington Skills2Compete campaign greatly appreciates your ongoing
leadership on these issues. We look forward to working with you to advance our
middle-skills training agenda in Washington State.

Sincerely
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MarK Mattke, S2C Co-Chair
Spokane Area Workforce Development Council

Lisa Nisenfeld, S2C Co-Chair
Southwest Washington Workforce

www.Skills2Compete.org/\Washington



