
 

Janu

Op
To
Sen.

Mass

that t

2010

jobs 

job g

Midd

secto

the "

educ

inves

In Go

midd

dema

if fille

I hav

crede

gene

need

This 

voca

Com

read

stren

In ad

to ad

throu

I look

adva

quali

uary 30, 2012

pinion: 
omorrow

 Katherine C

sachusetts h

the key to ou

0 report "Mas

that require 

growth nation

dle skill jobs r

ors like healt

Middle Skills

cation. Home

stment in pub

overnor Patr

dle skill jobs a

and. The Go

ed, would ha

ve co-sponso

entials throug

eration of wo

d new skills n

bill would es

ational-techni

mmonwealth’s

y to work in t

ngth in the de

ddition, it wou

ddress them 

ugh educatio

k forward to w

ance compre

ity, well-payin

2 

Trainin
w  
Clark on "midd

as lost one t

ur competitive

ssachusetts F

more than a 

nally and here

represent 44 

hcare, biotec

s" report show

e to some of t

blic educatio

ick’s state of 

and using ou

overnor stated

lve our unem

ored legislatio

gh job trainin

rkers coming

now.  

stablish five t

cal high scho

s economic d

the fastest-gr

ecades to co

uld establish 

with program

n, training an

working with 

hensive legis

ng jobs of tod

ng our W

dle-skills" job

hird of its ma

e growth is in

Forgotten Mid

high school 

e in Massach

percent of a

chnology, ren

ws, Massach

the world’s le

n.  

f the state ad

ur community

d that curren

mployment ra

on aimed at i

ng and educa

g out of high 

o seven Reg

ools, commu

development 

rowing secto

me.   

a middle-ski

ms that suppo

nd job placem

my colleagu

slation that ef

day and the f

Worker

b training.  

anufacturing j

ncreasing hig

ddle Skill Job

diploma but 

husetts.    

all jobs in the 

newable ene

husetts has u

eading colleg

dress, he em

y college syst

tly there are 

te.  

ncreasing th

ation. This leg

school and th

gional Skills A

unity-based o

strategy. Th

ors of our eco

lls council to

ort the succe

ment.  

ues, the Gove

ffectively pre

future. 

rs to Su

jobs since 19

ghly paid jobs

bs" demonstr

not a four-ye

Commonwe

rgy, informat

nderinvested

ges and unive

mphasized th

tem to better

120,000 unf

e number of 

gislation ack

hose adults c

Academies, g

organizations

is focus on in

onomy will be

 assess the e

ss of working

ernor, our ed

epares our st

ucceed 

990, and yet 

s performed 

rates, it is ac

ear degree, th

ealth and are 

tion technolo

d in vocation

ersities, Mas

e importance

r train and ed

filled middle s

workers in th

knowledges th

currently in th

geographic c

s and employ

ncreasing the

e a critical pa

existing skills

g adults and 

ducational ins

udents and o

– Toda

it has becom

by college g

ctually “middl

hat make up 

predicted to

ogy and high-

al and techn

sachusetts r

e of preparin

ducate people

skills position

he Commonw

hat we must 

he workforce

clusters of co

yers that are 

e number of 

art of our reco

s gaps and m

other non-tra

stitutions, and

our workforce

ay and 

me conventio

raduates. Bu

e skills” occu

the largest s

 grow with de

-tech manufa

ical educatio

anks only 47

g our workfo

e to meet the

ns in Massac

wealth with m

focus both o

e or looking fo

mmunity coll

aligned to th

Massachuse

overy and ec

make recomm

aditional stud

d our busine

e to succeed

onal wisdom 

ut as the 

upations, 

segment of 

emand in 

acturing. As 

on and public

7th in 

orce for 

e growing 

chusetts that,

middle-skills 

on the next 

or work who 

leges, 

e 

etts residents

conomic 

mendations 

dents 

sses to 

d in the high-

c 

, 

s 


