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training our workforce. We applaud his leadership in championing solutions that will enable our education and 
training institutions to better meet the needs of regional industries and provide pathways to good jobs for 
unemployed Americans.” 

According to the Labor Department, the private sector accounted for all new job growth in March. Government 
employment fell by 14,000, part of an ongoing series of public-sector cuts. The new national percentage is the 
lowest the nation has seen in two years, although the total number of unemployed has stagnated at about 13.5 
million.  

“Private employment has now grown for 13 consecutive months, with February and March showing the 
strongest growth since early 2006,” Secretary Hilda L. Solis said in a prepared statement. “And since its low 
point in February 2010, private sector employment has risen by 1.8 million. The bottom line: The policies and 
programs of this administration are working.” 

Loebsack’s bill has garnered support from workforce and vocational organizations, manufacturing associations, 
colleges and universities, businesses, chambers of commerce, and training and human services organizations 
across the country. It has also, along with numerous other bills with Democratic sponsors, drawn criticism from 
Phyllis Schlafly, president of the anti-feminist Eagle Forum, for subsidizing unmarried women and eliminating 
the need for husband-breadwinners. 

 


